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1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
Grant Thornton will present their report on progress in delivering their responsibilities as the Council’s external auditors. 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS
2.1 That members note the contents of the external auditors report (Appendix A).
3. CORPORATE PRIORITIES
The report relates to the following corporate priorities 

	Clean, green and safe


	
	Strong and healthy communities
	

	Strong South Ribble in the heart of prosperous Lancashire
	
	Efficient, effective and exceptional council
	√


4. DETAILS 
4.1 The attached progress report includes information in relation to the following:
· 2016/17 statutory audit 
· certification of the 2016/17 Housing benefits final claim

· issue of the auditor’s fee letter 2017/18
· accounts audit plan 2017/18

· interim and final accounts audits 2017/18

· value for money conclusion 2017/18
· update on technical and local authority matters
7.   WIDER IMPLICATIONS AND BACKGROUND DOCUMENTATION

7.1 Comments of the Statutory Finance Officer

The attached report is for information only and therefore there are no direct financial      implications. 
7.2 Comments of the Monitoring Officer
There are no legal implications arising as the report is essentially for information 
	Other implications: 

· Risk

· Equality & Diversity
· HR & Organisational Development 
· Property & Asset Management

· ICT / Technology

	This is a progress report and update to the Governance committee and therefore there are no direct implications


8.  BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS 
Appendix A: Governance Committee Update and Progress Report (Grant Thornton)
SMT Member’s Name: Jane Blundell 
Job Title: Acting deputy s151 officer
	Report Author:
	Telephone:
	Date:

	Jane Blundell

	01772 625245
	20/11/17
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